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Welcome to our special Legislative Issue of Collective Voice.

Last Spring we asked Wisconsin’s Legislators to send us their statement on breast
cancer policy in Wisconsin so that we could display them at our 10 Year Anniversary
Gala. The statements we received were a big hit at the event, as we posed them in
large format in the reception hall. They allowed our members to see where many of
our legislators stood on issues that are important to us. Though we don’t support any
one candidate or party, we feel it’s very important that our members and support-
ers know where all candidates stand on these issues. 

We know that health care is a primary issue in the upcoming elections, so we asked
ALL candidates and incumbents at both the state and national level to share their
thoughts with the people of Wisconsin on the following questions.

What innovative strategy would you recommend to ensure that adequate funding
exists to guarantee quality and innovative breast cancer research? 

What solution do you recommend to ensure that all breast cancer patients have
access to quality care?

This issue contains reprints of all the letters we received.

From the President
I remember the first time I voted. I was so excited! I went into the voting booth…
and voted for candidates I heard my parents talk about. 

The second time I voted (it was a non-presidential election year). I had no idea
who the candidates were, but knew that I didn’t want to vote only based on my
parent’s ideals…so I voted only for female candidates.

The third opportunity I decided not to vote. I had no idea what the candidates
stood for, and at the time…I thought my own vote would have no impact.

Now years later, I’m slightly older, much wiser…and breast cancer savvy. I am a new
woman. I am informed and I vote. I have seen the impact one person can make! In
both Washington, DC and in Madison, when I walk through the door of our elected
official’s offices, I represent a significantly larger percentage of the population than
just myself. My voice becomes thousands of voices. The influence both you and I
can have is incredible. Your vote and your voice count!!

If you would like further proof that together we can make a difference, read about
WBCC’s recent accomplishments on our website at: www.standupandspeakout.org. 

Karen Maynard

STAND UP AND SPEAK OUT

Mary Lazich 
State Senator
28th Senate District

Congratulations to the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition in celebrating ten years advocating a cure for Breast
Cancer. Since 1994, the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition has been successful in raising awareness and advo-
cating for breast cancer research giving hope to family, friends, and those diagnosed with breast cancer. It is
estimated that approximately three million women are living with breast cancer in the United States and 39,800
women will die from the disease this year. I applaud the coalitions efforts raising awareness for increased breast
cancer research and treatment. 

Access to quality health care and continued research for breast cancer must be a priority in Wisconsin. Many
citizens are living with cancer and too many people die of cancer each year. We have an obligation to
Wisconsin cancer patients to aggressively pursue cancer research and affordable, easy access to medical care.
With the help of the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition, it is my hope that cancer becomes a preventable and
Treatable disease rather than one that is often terminal. 

As a member of the Joint Finance Committee, I supported Assembly Bill 351 both in committee and on the
Senate Floor. Assembly Bill 351 allows Wisconsin taxpayers to contribute to breast cancer research by selecting
an income tax check-off on annual income tax returns. AB 351 passed both houses of the Wisconsin Legislature
and was signed into law April 6, 2004. I am hopeful that the tax check off and more awareness about breast
cancer will lead to greater research and cures for cancer. 

We can take pride in Wisconsin’s cancer facilities and their research, treatment, and focus on wellness. The
Medical College of Wisconsin has recently received a $1.2 million grant from the National Cancer Institute to
study surveillance care for breast cancer survivors. I commend the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition for its
leadership and assertiveness in breast cancer advocacy. Thank you for your relentless effort. 
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Louis J. Molepske, Jr.
State Representative
71st Assembly District

The key to breast cancer survival depends on education, early detection and access to quality medical care.
The Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition understands this, and is leading the fight to educate our federal, state
and local governments to save the lives of so many women. 

Every person is affected by breast cancer somehow, and we must protect resources like the National Breast and
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program and Wisconsin’s BadgerCare, SeniorCare and Medical Assistance
programs to win this fight.

Carol Roessler
State Senator
18th Senate District

Over the years, much has been done to increase breast cancer awareness and accessibility to early treatment.
This is heavily attributable to the strength and determination of those who have had the unfortunate experience
of fighting breast cancer. Family and friends of these individuals have also played a key role in advocating for
awareness, research and treatment. These are the folks I listen to when determining next steps in ensuring access
to quality care for breast cancer patients. I look to those who have been there, and know from first hand experi-
ence, to educate me on where improvement is needed. 

Their voices have led me to support significant legislation over the years related to cancer.

In 1989 I supported Assembly Bill 116, now 1989 Wisconsin Act 129. This Act provides that every disability insurance
policy that provides coverage for a woman age 50 or older shall provide coverage for that woman to have an
annual examination by low-dose mammography to screen for the presence of breast cancer. 

In 2001, I supported a 2001-03 budget provision which provides MA benefits to a woman who requires treatment
for breast or cervical cancer but has not applied for MA. This is called presumptive eligibility. A woman in this situ-
ation would receive immediate treatment covered by MA and would then have roughly a month after finding
out she needs services to apply for MA services.

I co-sponsored a bill, now 2003 WI. Act 175, which creates the Cancer Drug Repository Program. This Program
provides an alternative to throwing away costly medication and supplies when other cancer patients no longer
need them. Unused, unopened, individually packaged prescription drugs will be accepted from individuals and
redistribute them to uninsured and low-income cancer patients. 

I look to your leadership for advice and council of breast cancer issues in the future. 

Cathy Stepp
State Senator 
21st Senate District

I would like to thank the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition for ten years of creating awareness about this deadly
disease. As women, we must continue to spread the word to our mothers, sisters and friends about the impor-
tance of regular self-exams and mammograms.

Those fighting cancer and their families enjoyed several victories this session. “Nick’s Law,” which I authored,
creates a cancer drug repository program where unused, unopened cancer drugs may be donated. Before
Nick’s Law, cancer patients and their families could not donate their drugs when they were no longer needed.
Life-saving drugs were being thrown away because of a glitch in the law. Once Nick’s Law is in effect, these very
same drugs will now be able to help someone else beat cancer. 

In February 2004, both houses of the legislature passed a bipartisan bill restructuring the state’s medical assis-
tance debt. The MA budget is important because it funds a variety of health care programs for the elderly,
disabled and needy, including the Wisconsin Well Woman Program. WWWP provides a variety of preventative
health services, including breast cancer screenings, to women with little or no insurance. In addition to several
state programs available to help in the fight against breast cancer, the state-funded University of Wisconsin
System continues to conduct ground-breaking research on this disease.

Thank you for including me in your celebration. Congratulations to the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition on its
Ten Year Anniversary.
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Tommy Thompson
Secretary of Health and Human Services

Thank you for your kind letter and congratulations on ten years of advocacy for all those people affected by
breast cancer.

As you know, I am particularly sensitive to the needs of those afflicted by this terrible disease. My mother-in-law
had breast cancer, my wife Sue Ann is a breast cancer survivor, and my youngest daughter Tommi was recently
diagnosed with breast cancer. Let me assure you that finding better treatments and a cure for breast cancer is
a personal mission for me.

Please know that I will be thinking of you. Best wishes for a successful celebration of ten great years. 

Herb Kohl
U.S. Senator

This year alone, more than 258,000 women will be diagnosed with breast cancer and more than 40,000 women
will die from this disease. Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death for women in the U.S and
is the leading cause of cancer death for U.S. women between the ages of 20 and 59.

Yet despite these statistics, we still do not know what causes breast cancer, how to prevent it, or how to treat it
most effectively. That is why I have worked in Congress to invest valuable resources into finding a cure. One ini-
tiative with a great deal of promise is the Department of Defense (DoD) Peer-Reviewed Breast Cancer Research
Program. The groundbreaking research performed through the program has the potential to fight not just breast
cancer, but all cancers and other diseases. Its success is literally changing the face of biomedical research, and
I’ve supported funding the program at $150 million in the next fiscal year.

I’ve also cosponsored the Breast Cancer and Environmental Research Act. This legislation directs the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences to make grants to public or nonprofit private entities for the develop-
ment and operation of up to eight research facilities across the country. These centers will conduct critical
research on factors that may be related to the causes of breast cancer, and hopefully give us insight into how
this disease works.

The financial and technological abilities of the government can make critical contributions to our mission to end
breast cancer. As your Senator, I will continue to work to utilize public resources to eradicate this disease and
bring health and hope to hundreds of thousands of women across the country. And I am proud to join with
groups like the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition to achieve this important goal. Together, we will succeed.

Russ Feingold 
U.S. Senator

I am pleased to congratulate everyone at the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition as you celebrate 10 years of
advocacy. I applaud the work of the WBCC, and I have been proud to fight alongside you to ensure adequate
funding for Breast cancer research and access to care for women battling this disease. 

I support increased funding for the Department of Defense Breast Cancer Research Program, which, in its twelve
year existence, has strongly contributed to innovative research into a cure for breast cancer. It is imperative that
this program receive adequate funding so that it can continue work on preventing, curing, and treating breast
cancer. 

I am also pleased to have been an original cosponsor of the legislation that created the Breast Cancer stamp,
which contributes 30 percent of funding towards the BCRP and has raised over $35 million for breast cancer
research since 1998. In October 2003, I signed onto a letter urging reauthorization of the Breast Cancer Research
Stamp program for two more years. This extension was later signed into law. 

Finally, I believe that we should have a universal health care system that guarantees access to health care for
all. Access to care is vital not only to the treatment of breast cancer, but to making sure that women have
access to the screening and prevention needed in order to detect this disease early on when it is most treatable.

Again, I thank everyone at WBCC for your outstanding work in the fight to end breast cancer. Congratulations as
you celebrate your 10th anniversary. 
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Sheldon A. Wasserman, M.D.
State Representative
22nd Assembly District

Getting actively involved at all levels of government is the best and most effective way to achieve the goals of
securing adequate research funding and health care coverage for breast cancer patients. Every day, by their
words and by their actions, politicians make decisions and set priorities that affect people’s lives. Every budget
year they have direct control over the allocation of billions of dollars at the federal level and millions of dollars at
the state level.

In politics people can either be observers or participants in the process. With so many organizations and groups
competing for funding, breast cancer activists cannot afford to sit back and allow money to be wasted on mis-
guided priorities. The good news is that you do not have to be a high-powered lobbyist to develop personal
relationships with policy makers.

Another effective way of gaining access is by volunteering your time and talents during election season. Even
the smallest effort will be recognized and you will be remembered when you call or write your elected officials.
Grass roots action, knowledge and diligence are all keys to being successful in your advocacy efforts. And as
long as I am in office, you can count on my strong support in the fight against breast cancer. 

Thanks to all of you for your hard work.

Daniel P. Vrakas
State Representative
33rd Assembly District

I appreciate the opportunity to submit my remarks for your newsletter.

I have always been a strong advocate for adequate health care coverage of all. I will continue to work with
our Insurance Committees and advocate for adequate health care coverage for breast cancer patients. I have
worked closely with the American Cancer Society on issues related to drug coverage for cancer treatment and
I have always supported providing the best care possible at the best cost possible.

Cancer research is revealing new information every day and we are getting closer and closer to finding a better
cure or vaccination and possible prevention of all types of cancer. I support this research as I, too, want to see
cancer eliminated from our society.

Best wishes.

Mark Miller 
State Representative
48th Assembly District

How to ensure breast cancer patients get medical services?

Our health care system is so expensive and unwieldy that I believe patients will get adequate care only if the s
ystem is changed. Changes around the margins may improve a particular shortcoming, but leave us with the
larger problem. I proposed the Wisconsin Universal health Plan to insure that every resident of the state has basic
health insurance.

Breast Cancer Research:

Breast cancer research is part of a larger medical research effort on cancer and other diseases. I prefer that
medical research be funded with public money in order to keep more of the findings in the public domain
where therapies should be more readily available at lower cost as a result. 

Bonnie Ladwig 
State Representative
63rd Assembly District

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to comment on breast cancer issues. 

I was the main author of breast cancer reconstruction legislation after having a mastectomy. As a survivor, I am
very aware that breast cancer is a health problem that can strike any woman at any time. It is vital that we con-
tinue to focus energy on fighting this disease, whether through medical research or legislation that assists breast
cancer victims. 

Best of luck.
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Tammy Baldwin
U.S. Congresswoman
Wisconsin’s 2nd Congressional District

I have always been a strong proponent of changing our current health care system into one that truly does
provide health care and coverage for all Americans. The Census Bureau recently reported that there are now
43.6 million people without health care insurance in America. This figure includes 20.2 million uninsured women.
Millions more encounter a health care system that is unresponsive or inadequate in meeting their basic medical
needs because they are underinsured. 

This massive number of uninsured women makes programs like the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program (NBCCEDP) especially vital to our nation’s health. The NBCCEDP helps low-income, uninsured,
and underserved women gain access to lifesaving screening programs for early detection of breast and cervical
cancers. Since the NBCCEDP was established in 1991, the program has screened almost 1.75 million women,
provided more than 7 million screening examinations, and diagnosed approximately 14,446 breast cancers.

There are a number of actions I support and that Congress can take to ensure that breast cancer patients
receive quality care and that adequate funding exists for research. First, Congress must reauthorize the NBCCEDP
this year. Second, we must continue to fund scientific research to detect, treat, and cure breast cancer and I
will continue to advocate for this vital funding. Regrettably, my recent effort to boost NIH funding in the federal
budget was rejected along party lines. Ultimately, it is your continuing advocacy and activism that will help us
defeat this dreadful disease. 

Mark Green
U.S. Congressman 
Wisconsin’s 8th Congressional District

This year, the Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition celebrates ten years of leadership and advocacy in the fight
against breast cancer. There’s no question, in ten years the WBCC has made tremendous progress in educating
folks about this terrible disease, and in securing greater funds for research and care. As a member of Congress
and the Wisconsin State Legislature, it has been my pleasure to work with the WBCC to promote legislation that
strengthens our commitment to fighting breast cancer.

Yet, despite our progress, we must remain focused on finishing the job. Thousands of folks still don’t realize that
they may be at risk - that this disease can affect them or someone they love. Many folks across the country
continue to ignore the threat of breast cancer, or fail to seek help because they have little or no insurance.
And, millions of Americans forget that they have a powerful voice, and that they share in the responsibility of
keeping this issue a priority for their elected representatives.

Breast cancer is a health crisis for our entire society. But, it’s up to each and every one of us to find a cure.
Together, I know we can succeed.

Ron Kind
U.S. Congressman 
Wisconsin’s 3rd Congressional District

The Wisconsin Breast Cancer Coalition has been at the forefront on the issue of breast cancer and has achieved
great things through its efforts to educate and influence. I am grateful for the opportunity to express my thanks
and my views.

It is evident that that the cancer community is in great need of funding for research and that cancer patients
need access to quality care. While great strides have been made, there is still work to be done. Therefore, I am
pleased to be a cosponsor of the following legislation:

HR1746, the Breast Cancer and Environmental Research Act of 2003, would establish centers to study the envi-
ronmental links to breast cancer

HR1886, the Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act of 2003, mandates insurance coverage for a minimum hospital
stay after mastectomies and lymph node dissections

HR1910, Nondiscrimination of Genetic Information bill, prohibits health plans and insurers from discrimination
based on genetic information 

As the need for research increases, I have consistently worked with the House Appropriations Committee to
increase funding for the National Institute of Health. It is critical that institutions such as NIH receive financial
support to move forward in their research.

continued on next page
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When struck with cancer, patients and their families should not have to worry about how to pay for live-saving
treatment. I have authored HR 4498, the Small Employers Health Benefits Program Act, which would create
health insurance opportunities for people who are self-employed or employed by small businesses. 

I have always been a strong supporter of federal legislation that works to fight the scourge of all types of cancer.
I am hopeful that with additional resources and time, it is possible that a cure will be found for this disease.

Tom Petri
U.S. Congressman 
Wisconsin’s 6th Congressional District

Strong Support for Research is Necessary

Breast cancer has struck my family in the past, so I know first-hand how devastating this disease can be for
patients and their loved ones. We need strong, continuous support for research to beat the second leading
cause of cancer deaths for women in the U.S.

One example of doing things right is the Defense Department’s peer-reviewed Breast Cancer Research Project
which, over the past 10 years has established itself as an innovative and accountable effort. The ground-break-
ing research performed through BCRP has the potential to benefit not just breast cancer treatment, but also the
treatments for all cancers, and other diseases as well.

Over 90% of the BCRP’s funds go directly to research grants, awarded only to the best science. The program is
able to respond quickly to current scientific advances, and is able to fill gaps by focusing research that is tradi-
tionally underfunded.

With the new century, we are in a time of startling scientific progress that seems destined to leap forward at an
accelerating rate thanks to our expanding knowledge of computer science, biotechnology and nanotechnolo-
gy. I am confident that we are swiftly approaching a time when cancer will be a cause for concern, but no
longer for fear.

But to reach that point, we must keep breast cancer research funding as a top medical priority.

Norman Aulabaugh
U.S. Congressional Candidate
Wisconsin’s 1st Congressional District

I’m Norman Aulabaugh, independent candidate challenging Paul Ryan for the seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives. Millions of Americans can’t afford health insurance. The cost of insurance for employers is a
major reason making American companies uncompetitive in world markets. The cost of insurance for govern-
ment and schools is a major cause of rising taxes. Breast cancer is a major medical problem in America. We
can either piecemeal solutions, or solve our multiple health care problems with one solution. I favor the latter
approach.

The United States is the last industrialized country without universal health care. I believe America should lead. I
favor an affordable universal health care insurance system partially subsidized by a national sales tax. There are
different options. We need a debate to educate all Americans on this issue leading to the selection of a good
affordable program covering all Americans. For the sake of Medicare, breast cancer screening for all women,
our jobs, and the uninsured, we must act soon. 

For more information, I urge you to visit my website: www.normanforcongress.com 

Bryan Kennedy 
U.S. Congressional Candidate 
Wisconsin’s 5th Congressional District

For far too long women’s health issues have taken a back seat to predominantly male ailments. Research fund-
ing into breast and ovarian cancers, Crohn’s disease, and other predominantly female illnesses has not been at
parity with heart disease, and lung and prostate cancers. Wisconsin’s Fifth District needs new representation in
the U.S. House-someone who will fight for increased funding for health concerns, who will propose real, substan-
tive changes to the health insurance system, and who will pursue a Medicare prescription drug benefit that
assists our elder population.

Many of us complain that the costs of healthcare keep rising at faster than the rate of inflation and faster than
household incomes. The problem is a lack of competition among insurers and a lack of choice for consumers.

What we need is a wholesale restructuring of the healthcare system, placing control in the hands of CON-
SUMERS, not insurance companies and HMOs, and not government.

I am proposing a reform in two phases. First, I support the creation of a universal, CATASTROPHIC program.
Catastrophic illnesses produce medical expenses that can run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars and
could bankrupt even wealthier families. Universal catastrophic care would help the uninsured to have a safety
net in case of truly disastrous emergencies. It would also help to drive down the costs of standard insurance by
removing the most expensive elements from the risk pool.

Second, I would like to place the choice of healthcare providers in the hands of consumers, not employers.
We have seen that COMPETITION KEEPS PRICES LOW as companies compete for customers. Rarely do consumers
have much of a choice regarding their healthcare options. An employer presents them with one or two options,
and those options are getting more costly each year. Rather than relying on the workforce of a company as
the pool for an insurance company, we should eliminate the group pool and pre-existing conditions clauses.
Employees should be given a form of “block grant” subsidy from their employer and be allowed to SELECT THE
HEALTHCARE OPTION THAT IS BEST FOR THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES.

This will force healthcare companies to have to compete. They will have to OFFER THE BEST SERVICE and find a
way of measuring that level of customer service for marketing. We should remove the pre-existing conditions
clause and say that a company must insure everyone. If they are truly competing for the lowest risk consumers,
they will be able to afford the higher risk individuals in their plans, as well. Even with some higher risk individuals
in their pool, costs will be driven down through competition coupled with a universal catastrophic care system.

Shirley Krug
State Representative 
12th Assembly District

The impact of cancer on families is something I know firsthand; my Mother was a long-time cancer survivor who
ultimately succumbed to the disease, and my eldest brother died of cancer, too young.

During my time in the legislature, I have worked hard on efforts to Advance the early detection and effective
treatment of and recovery from Breast cancer. I’ve voted in favor of legislation that would create a breast can-
cer research program that taxpayers could choose to donate to through a check-off on their tax forms. The pro-
ceeds from this program will be split between the Medical College of Wisconsin and the University of Wisconsin
Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

I also voted in favor of creating a cancer drug repository program to improve access to cancer-fighting drugs.
Because screening and early detection are so important to the fight against breast cancer, I was an advocate
for changes in the law that expanded Medical Assistance eligibility for women being treated for pre-cancerous
conditions, not just those who are being treated for breast cancer alone. 

I also supported restructuring the state’s debt in order to free up funds to be used for the Medical Assistance pro-
gram, which was facing a fiscal crisis if nothing was done. It’s through efforts like these that we will ensure that
our state remains committed to investing the resources to fight against each and every single case of breast
cancer through early screening and readily-available, quality treatment.

Lena C. Taylor
State Representative
18th Assembly District

In order to adequately fund quality and innovative breast cancer research, a variety of means should be
employed. I was strongly in support of Assembly Bill 351, which creates an individual income tax check off for
breast cancer research. Having been signed into law, this check off box is expected to generate $590,000 for
breast cancer research in its first year alone. I believe we can pursue more legislation like this in order to ensure
quality and innovative breast cancer research. 

The fight to get everyone in Wisconsin equal access to treatment for breast cancer is a pressing matter.
Awareness and early detection are our best weapons in the ongoing fight against breast cancer. Consequently,
I think one of the most important things we can do is to make sure that all women have access to trained per-
sonnel who can administer low cost health screenings and mammograms at a free clinic. Moreover, we have to
spread the message to lower-income women that these free screenings are available. We must also remember
that breast cancer detection is not enough. After detection, affordable follow-up treatment is vital to saving the
lives of women stricken with this killer. The Wisconsin Well Woman Program (which already provides free screen-
ing) must be expanded so that it also provides low cost treatment to uninsured or underinsured women. 
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